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Newsdletter’s Back

by Sar a Bruce, editor

fter a sabbaticd of a couple years, the
A Outreach committee has decided to

bring the newsdletter back. | am hoping
that this will become a quarterly occurrence Y ou
will find articles from most every committees that
make up the Good Shepherd family. | hope that
you enjoy the newdetter, and welcome any
feedback you may have
We are looking for a catchy name for the
newsletter. | have titled it The Shepherd’s Good
News, but if you can come up with something even
better, please email me at sasalyn@maine.rr.com.

Reverend Tom’s Corner

ould you like to know more about
Wthe United Methodist Church, how
it operates, some of its core
principles, higory, etc.? If you are interested the
pastor will be offering a series of meetings
beginning, Tuesday, September 14, at 7:30 PM.
The same series will also be offered
on Wednesdays at 9:30 AM. Meetings will be
held at the church. Materials for the sessions will
consist of two small booklets, a video tape and
assorted excerpts from the “Book Of Discipline’.
There will be asmall charge for materials.
Participants will learn the very basc
higory of the denomination, what it means to be
a non-creedd church, how the church is
governed, how church-wide decisions are made,
the role of scripture, experience, tradition and
reason in making faith decisions, and nmore. Each
sesson will last about ninety minutes. Some

advance reading will be hdpful. Signup sheets
will be available in church begiming August 29.

The Rev. Marilyn Smith Glavin, who has
been our summer pastoral assistant, has accepted
a cal to become the pastor at a church of her
denomination in Biddeford. Marilyn has served us
wdl this summer, and we wish her well as she
assumes full pastord reponsibility.

| will be moving back to South Portland,
shortly after Labor Day after being in Winslow on
Pattee Pond for the summer. Office hours for the
fdl will resume on Tuesday, September 14 at
9:00am., and | will spend mogt of the day in the
parish. | will add another part of a day to the
schedule, perhaps afternoon or evening, as seems
best suited to the needs of the congregation.

Morning Bible Study

by Sara Bruce

e had a grea sudy this summer

Wusi ng Rick Warren's “The Purpose

DrivenLife’. | know that | learned

a lot, and we had some grea discussions. We

had a wonderful group of women, and will be sad
to see the few go that must go back to work.

The morning Bible study will be moving
to Wednesday' s beginning September 15. Our
new sudy will be Methodism 101 with Rev.
Merrill leading. Directly &ter this sudy, we will
begin another study on Social Fincipes of
Methodism aso being led by Rev. Merrill.

We are dways|ooking for new members.
| hope that you can join us. We begin at 9:30
AM. Children are aways welcome.
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Rev. Marilyn Smith Glavin

have head it said tha whenever one goes
I to a place to do interim or short-term
minigry, one must say “hdlo" and
"goodbye" a the same time. After more than nine
weeks in your midst, | have found the truth in
that, and can't believe our time together is over.
Last Sunday, Tom very gracioudy thanked me
for my time here, and now it is my time to thank
dl of you. | thank you for welcoming and
including me as one of your own, and for giving
me the freedom to accomplish things in whatever
way | chose, and not bang tied in to a particular
way of doing things.
| have learned a lot from all of you in these
few weeks, and | mention it so that you might see
yourselves in the eyes of an outsider and perhaps
benefit in some way from that. | learned tha in
this church— things get DONE! In Good
Shepherd | saw a group of willing disciples who
do things, not just talk aout it. Il never forget
gitting in the planning meeting before we wert to
the YWCA and listening to an enthusiagic group
of thirty-something wormen talking about electric
drills mixing paint, and stepladders. 1 was most
impressed, and very humbled, especially because
my experience with home improvement has
mostly been "Cal the landlord." What was
epecially neat about this project was hearing
about some of their spouses who had amswered
an appeal Tom's daughter Laura had made
regarding some heavy work needed a the home
of a returning soldier. This group of folks don't
use the excuse that they have to look out for their
children— they know how to share the
responsibilities and the children often are included
in the work. Aah- that reminds me- | must
mertion the children of Good Shepherd— a truly
varied bunch in age and temperament— each one
very beautiful and atrue gift from God. I would
encourage al of you when the way seems allittle
steep and you might feel a little overwhelmed
with duties— children are one of the reasons we
are here, and prioritizing them and making them
feel welcome in all things related to church
whether worship, discussion group, or party at
Pattee Pond is one of our highest ams. I n today's
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society, your ratio of children to adults is to
envied by others and cherished by you. In the last
four years, | have worked continuously in various
congregations through my seminary training and
my own church at home. | never fdt | redly "fit
in" with the young families, but my brief
experience here has given me more confidence in
dealing with that element of our culture, and | am
grateful for that. The Monday discussion group
has been a real gift, very insightful and honrest,
and | was honored to be a part of it. | was
especially impressed that the first thing this group
does is go over the prayer list from the previous
day and pray for these needs (and others) before
we begin our study time. Opening all gatherings
of the church with prayer is a very good and
faithful thing to do, and | rgjoice that a group like
yours knows that you don't need a pastor to pray
for you—you know how to do it yourselves!

The last thing | would like to mention about
my experience has been the excelence of the
music, both in diversty and in performance.
Music helps worship to be more warm and alive,
and the music | have heard here has fed my soul.
Your congregation has made good choices with
its worship team (very skilled) and the purchase
of such a wonderful piano (good invesment!) |
regret that | will miss out on hearing your choir
sing. | urge all of youto remember to thank those
who sharetheir giftsin thisarea, sometimes it can
be quite a time commitment. Actudly, |1 would
liketo thank all those who share thar many gifts
a this church— thark you for renewing my faith
that there is such a thing a a truly
intergenerational church, that young adults do
seek a place for God in their lives, and that the
gospel is still relevant, even to today's "techies.”
Here | would urge you, the vita forces in the
church, to honor the dderly and frall in your
midst—they have much wisdomto share with you
and they need to find ways to be active in
proclaiming the Kingdom of God. If you can find
ways to share a little bit more of your busy life
with them, | can assure you tha the bendits to
both sideswill be great.

Wishing all of you God's Grace, L ove and
Peace---- Marilyn.
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From your Lay L eader
Natalie Blake

our Lay Leader not only asssts the

Y pastor as needed at the church, but

also represents Good Shepherd & a

number of Conference levels such as the Portland

Cluster United Methodist Church, which is a

group of areas churches who gather to provide

events that individual churches are not able to do
individually.

One of the bigges events to come our
way in September will be the ingtdlation of the
new Bishop, Peter D. Weaver, of the New
England Conference at Chegtnut Street Churchin
Portland on Saurday, Sept. 25th. Thisisamgor
event for our conference and an honor for the
Portland community to be hosting the instalation.
Detalls on time for the service will be
forthcoming shortly.

The Portland Cluster UMC will be once
again sponsoring a choir festival, which will be
held this year at Good Shepherd on October 17
a 3 pm. Janice Cox, from Tuttle Road UM C, will
be the choir director and Helen Kay, from Long
Island, will be the accompanist. We are aso
inviting Praise Bands and Bell Choirs to
participateinthe evert.

Lay Speaking classes will also be put on
by the Portland Cluster in October and
November. Advanced classes will be hdd at both
Clark Memorial and Tuttle Road UMC. The
Tuttle Road class is in the evenings and the dates
are October 5, 19, November 2 and 16. Cal the
church office at 829-3766 to regider. Clak
Memorial will hold theirs on October 9, 16 and
23rd on Saturday mornings. Cost of the materials
for the Clark Memoria class is $17.00 and the
topic is. “Lay Speakers Build Christian
Community." Books can beordered directly from
the instructor, so give Clark Memoria (773-
5423) acdl if you have quedions or to register.
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Staff Parish Relations
Committee (SPRC)
Sara Bruce

e have had a fantagic sunmer with
Wour Asociate Pagor, Rev. Mailyn
Glavin. She has been with us since
Juy 1, and will finish up the sunmer on
September 5. She has been an asset to our little
church, and | know that | speak for all when | say
that she will be missed. She begins her new
minigry at the Second Congregational Church of
Biddeford on September 7.

Reverend Merrill's annud review is
coming in October. Thisis the best way to voice
your opinion on how well Rev. Merrill is doing
his job. | will have review forms available the
beginning of October and collecting them &ter
two weeks. All members of the SPRC committee
will be required to complete a review form; it
would be nice to see some from other members of
the congregation.

"Burst into Song" Isaiah 55:12
urst into song with the Good
Shepherd choir! Rehearsals begin
Thursday September 2, 2004
7-8:30pm. in the sanctuary. Our opening Sunday
will be September 12, 2004. Tim Warrow will
again be joining us monthly in worship, sharing
his vocal and guitar talents. We are aso looking
forward to a great year with the kidsl On the
Sundays Tim is with us, weinvite 6th graders and
up to an hour of contemporary prase musc
during Sunday School. These dates are
September 19, October 17, and November 14.
Brandie Bauder and Bethany Smart will lead
music with the younge kids at the begiming of
Sunday School each week. We are open to new
ideas and new voices!! NO prior experience is
necessary—just a willingness to learn. Please join
us and help us "Burst into Song"!
The Music Team - Bethany Smart, Dawn
Sample and TimWarrow
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Outreach

From the Chair

Bethany Smart

s a church famly we have just
A completed two wonderful outreach
projects - organizing to clear some
land for a family in need, and panting and
decorating two rooms a the YWCA shdter in
Portland, which werein need of amakeover. We
will never know how our actions impacted those
who worked around us, observed us or benefited
from our labors, but | believe it made those
people fed loved and cared for. And it certainly
felt good for us to be out in the community
showing that wecare.

What next? Hopefully this fall will see us
continuing the momentum and becoming involved
with even more people and projects within our
community. We have our lig of ideas from our
brainstorming sesson at the beginning of the
year, and many of you may know of other
families in need, or projects which would be
perfect for the church to become involved in.
Please fed free to bring your ideas forward! At
the time | write this, | am not sure what is up
next. But | redlizetoo that our work is not only
about the people we hdp, but how we grow in
Christ and grow together as a church famly as
we work side by side
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YWCA Project

By Katherine Bauder

ast month, our church helped the
LYWCA in Portland with a special

project. We decorated two rooms in
the women's shelter. Our work included painting
and putting up curtans. We also added pretty
comforters, rugs and special pictures taken by
Rev. Tom. It was fun to see the rooms become
more like home. The ladies redly liked what we
did to their rooms Some of them wanted to
know when the rest of the rooms would be done.
It was hard work, but we all had fun helping.

Wood lot Clearing Project
by Troy Bauder

n August 13, a group of motivated
OGood Shepherd members traveled to
Raymond at the request of
Mechuwana (and Laura Church!) to assist in
clearing some brush and trees for a lady whose
husband was in Irag. Thejob required the use of
a 12 inch chipper, and thanks to several inputs via
email, one was located and reserved in Windham.
Unfortunately, the group lacked the
trangoortation capable of lugging the 4-ton
machine, but God provided nonetheless, as the
family just hgppered to have a full size Ford
Expedition which proved up to the task. After the
arrival of the chipper, Dan Frost, Russ Shoberg,
Rick Smart, Doug and Charissa Kerr, and Troy
Bauder went to work. Once again, the event was
blessad, as Doug Kerr had a wealth of chipping
and lumber experience that ensured the task was
completed safely and efficiently. In the end,
Doug and Russ fed enough brush and lumber into
the chipper to create two 5 foot piles of chip and
mulch (if anyone needs any mulch, we can
probably find some for you). We cleared a sizable
piece of land for the residents, eaning thear
gratitude and appreciation. Thank you to 4l
whom donated their Friday afternoon and evening
to help out!



5 Good Shepherd United Methodist Church

Worship Committee
by Judi Shoberg, Chair

he Worship Committee is responsble
I for assisting the pastor and the music

team in the planning and presentaion
of the worship service. This may include but is
not limited to dressing the atar, supplying
worship articles and communion elements,
preparing bulletins and reminders, dressing and
decorating the worship space

In an effort to determine the needs and
warts of the congregation regarding the worship
service and sanctuary, a survey was didributed to
the congregation in April of this year. We have
received eight (8) responses. If anyone dill
wishes to participate in thissurvey, please contact
Judi or Tom.

One goa the committee idertified is to
decoraetheinterior of the sanctuary. The hopeis
to meke banners for each of the liturgical
seasons. Another god is to make removable
window coverings that would allow us to darken
the sanctuary at will, enhancing our ability to use
projections and/or overheads. The thought wasto
saw curtains attached to tension rods tha could
be placed or removed whenever needed. If
anyone is interested in helping with the planning
or making of bannersor curtains, please see Judi.

Please fed free to communicate your
wishes, concerns or ideas to anyone on the
worship committee (Judi Shoberg, Bethany
Smart, or Devon Cleaves. We welcome your
thoughts!
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Women's Group 2004-2005

by Julie Frost, Co-chair

he Women's group is looking forward
I to anothe fun filled year. All women

are invited to join in the fun! It is a
grea way to get to know your sister’s in Clrid.

We meet on the third Wednesday of
each month. Every other month we will meet & a
restaurant for a leisurely dinner. Whet better way
to socidize than to st and talk while someone
else does the cooking? T he other months we will
meet ether at the church or a another planned
activity.

The more time you have to share with
the church family the closer you will feel to them.
Come spend ore night a morth getting to know
the other women in the church and make some
new friends! Good food and good company —
how can you beat that?!!

Our firg meeting of the month will be
Wednesday, September 15 at 6:30pm. We will
meet a The Landing in Windham for dinner and
dessert (if anyone has room for it!). Come with
your ideasfor ectivities, speake's, or projectsyou
would like to see at women's group during the
coming year.
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Craft Group

by Sara Bruce

fter taking the summer off, we will

begin crafting at the end of September

(date to be anounced). We are
looking for some new members to join our little
group. We have some great projectslined up, and
as adways, we will be holding our annual
Christmas craft fair the first Saturday in
December.

We are looking for a few individuals to
organize the silent auction for the Christ mas craft
far. If you would like to take on this challenge,
please see d@ther Sara Bruceor Julie Frost.

Yard Sale

by Sara Bruce

ow, we had an amazing turnout for

Wthe yard sale this year. | want to

thank everyone who helped out,

what a fantastic team during set up, sales and

clean up. Also, a huge thank you to all donated

items and who came and found new treasures.
We couldn’t have done it without you!

Although it is a lot of work, it isal® a
time of fellowship and ministry that we don't
adways get. | met some wonderful people this
year, and heard a few powerful gories of ther
love of Christ. And although some did not speak
directly of Him, | could see that God is a huge
part of their everyday lives. I've even been told
that a couple of people asked aout Sunday
service.

| came away from the day's experience
exhausted in body and mind, but adso exhilerated
and amazed by what we had accomplished. And |
know that my family and friends will think | am
crazy, but | am actualy looking forward to doing
it again next year. (
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Chrigian Education

Department
Cdly Bartholomae, Chair

Sunday Schooal

by Cally Bartholomae,

nday School will be commenang on

Sept 19™. Classes will be held from

45am. to 9:45am. Those singing in the

choir are excused early. There is a class levd for
everyone including adults!!

This years teachers will be Michdle
DeRocheand Julie Frost (Preschool -3rd
grade); Troy Brauer and Russ Shoberg (4th -
8th); Dan Frost (high school); and Natalie Blake
(adults). Thank you dl for coming forward and
accepting the positions.

Vacations and travel adways pose a
problem for coverage for the teachers. This year
we would like to conpile a lig of substitute
teacher who would available to fill in on an &
need basis. Curriculum will be provided. Please
contact Cally Bartholomae (428-3569) if you
would like to hd p out.

Y outh Group
by Cally Bartholomae

his fdl there will again be a youth
I group for students in 6th grade and up.
Rae Elliot and Libby Topel will be the

leaders. Anyone else interesting in assisting on a
part-time basis should spesk with Rae or Libby.
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|mportant Dates

Saturday, September 25, a 1pm. Welcome
celebration for Bishop Weaver at the Chestnut
Street UMC, 17 Chestnut Street, Portland.

Tuesday evenings, October 5, 19, Novenber 2
and 16 Lay Speaking course at Tuttle Road
UMC, 829-3766 for more information or to
regider.

Saturday mornings October 9, 16 and 23rd Lay
Speaking course “Lay Speakers Build Christian
Community."a Clark Memorid UMC. Cod is

$17. Call 773-5423 if you have quegtions or to
regider.

Sunday, October 17 at 3pm. UMC Choir Festival
here at Good Shepherd.

Benefit Gospd Concert to Raise Funds for the
Schools and Orphanages in Liberia. October 16 at
St. Elizabeth's UMC, Cape Elizabeth, and
October 17 & Calvary UMC, L ewiston. For
information, contact George Walters-Sleyon at
gmahb@bu.edu or 781-767-3101.
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ON GOING

Bible Study Tuesday’s a 7: 30pm starting
September 14. Contact Rev. Tom at 657-2009
for more information.

Bible Study Wednesday’ s at 9: 30am starting
September 15. Contact Rev. Tom at 657-2009
for moreinformation.

Women's Group Every 3 Wednesday of the
month at 6:30pm. Contact Lisa Mertz at 892-
6493.

Choir Rehearsal Thursday at 7pm and Sunday at
9:30am. Contact Dawn Sample at 892-4286.

Sunday School Sunday at 8:45am. Preschool
through Adult. Contact Cally Bartholomae at
428-3569.

Y outh Group every other Sunday evening.
Contact Rae Elliott at 657-3880.

Craft Group to be announced. Frg meding of
the year will bein late September. Cortact Sara
Bruce at 428-3630.

Administrative Council meet every third Sunday
directly after service Contact Vinal Doody at
892-0787.



